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power unconcerned with the disputes of Europe, less they directly affected English interests. W Harley in 1697 opposed a large standing army commenced an adherence to the latter policy f which he never deviated, one practical result which was the Treaty of Utrecht. It necesss follows that, In the mind of a statesman holding s opinions, foreign questions must occupy a seconc place, and thus Harley appears to have had a limited knowledge of, and no strong inte in, the details of continental affairs, and he left no mark upon this department of Gov ment. He took a for larger share in the man; ment of the finances of the country. Thoug careful administrator, he had neither the h mental outlook nor the daring to venture schemes involving novelty. He was content ^ lotteries, land-taxes, and the excise, while the markable plan with which his name is connected; South Sea Company, was not based on any ideas of his own, and the practical applicatio] those on which it was framed was probably due tc bolder mind of De Foe. As a domestic politic Harley would in quiet times, and in an age \\ party feeling was less bitter, when the ethic party warfare had become clearer, and wher doubts as to the succession to the throne passed away, have gained a solid and las reputation; for, to employ an admirable ph